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Trusted by wildland 
firefighters since 
the 1920s
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COMPANY PROFILE

WATERAX has a long, proud and exciting history of moving 
water around the world. WATERAX originated as Watson Jack & 
Company, which was founded in 1898 by Montreal, Quebec native 
John Colquhoun Watson Jack. Born on August 19, 1870, Jack was 
a Canadian inventor, businessman and trail-blazer.

Since the 1960s, the MARK-3® series has been the gold standard 
in performance, reliability and durability. The MARK-3® is the 
standard wildland portable Ƽre pump trusted by forestry agencies 
around the world and a truly innovative Canadian success 
story. Between the 1980s and 2010s the company continued 
to transform, operating under different banners until it was 
incorporated into WATERAX in 2014. Based in Montreal, Quebec, 
today the company exports wildland ƼreƼghting equipment to 
over 50 countries around the world.

WATERAX is a vibrant, Montreal-based company whose work 
makes a real difference to wildland ƼreƼghters worldwide. We’re a 
successful, multi-disciplinary team of professionals who share a 
core belief in teamwork and reward for a job well done.

A product is only as good as the service behind it. At WATERAX, 
we back up our quality products with steadfast service. Trust us 
to be there when you need us.

Quality. Reliability. Trust. Our pumps are as tested and proven as 
the men and women who use them every day.

 
 

OUR MISSION

The WATERAX mission is to place powerful, precision engineered 
lightweight portable pumps into the hands of our heroic wildland 
ƼreƼghters to move water to keep people safe, protect our forests 
and communities from the ravages of wildƼres.
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1959 
The company is renamed 

Wajax Equipment.

1964
WAJAX acquires PaciƼc Marine’s 

Ƽre division and is renamed PaciƼc 
Pumpers Inc. This move solidiƼes 

WAJAX’s position as the leading North 
American manufacturer of forest Ƽre 
protection products. The MARK-3® 

brand is introduced and rapidly 

becomes the standard portable Ƽre 
pump for wildland, used by forestry 

agencies around the world.

WATERAX’S LONG 
AND PROUD 
HISTORY

TODAY,
The WATERAX brand harnesses 

the powerful essence of the 

historical names Watson & Jack Co, 

WAJAX and WildƼre. By returning 
to its roots, WATERAX is aligning 

itself with the original purpose of the 

company, with a new identity that 

communicates the core nature of 

our manufacturing activities and our 

distinctive portable pump products 

brand. In other words, we’ve been 
moving water for a very long time!

1898
Montreal native John 

Colquhoun Watson 

Jack establishes 

Watson Jack & Co.

1954
The MARK-1 Ƽre pump using 
a revolutionary detachable 

multistage high-pressure 

centrifugal pump end is 

introduced to wildland 

ƼreƼghters. 

2000
WildƼre Fire Equipment 

is acquired by Tyco 

International.

2014
The business is 

incorporated as WATERAX 

to reference the history 

and know-how of WAJAX.

Early 1980s
PaciƼc Pumpers changes its 
name to WAJAX-PaciƼc Fire 

Equipment Inc.

In the ensuing years the company 

expands beyond wildland Ƽre 
control to become an industry-

leading manufacturer of 

ƼreƼghting equipment for the U.S. 
industrial and marine markets.

1995
WildƼre Fire 

Equipment, a newly 

formed company, 

purchases WAJAX 

Ltd’s Fire Control 
Division.

1925
John Colquhoun Watson 

Jack introduces a powerful 

200-PSI portable Ƽre pump 
called the WAJAX (an 

acronym of his name).

1983
WAJAX sets up 

its Fire Control 
Division.

2010
WildƼre is acquired 

through a management 

buyout and renamed to 

WildƼre Environmental. 2022

WATERAX introduces 

the MARK-3® Watson 

Edition pump, the Ƽrst 
ever purpose-built engine 

designed speciƼcally for 
wildland ƼreƼghting. 
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125 YEARS OF
MOVING WATER

We are thrilled to announce that 2023 marks 

125 years of Moving Water for WATERAX. Our 

journey started in 1898, and we are proud to 

continue serving the ܪreܪghting industry with 
innovative and reliable products.

We take pride in our pump innovation journey 

that began with the WAJAX DDV and led to the 

new MARK-3® Watson Edition, which is named 

after our founder, John Colquhoun Watson Jack. 

This ܪrst ever purpose-built engine for wildland 
 ghting sets a new benchmark of excellenceܪreܪ
for high-pressure ܪre pumps and is the ܪrst of its 
kind in the industry.

We are proud to continue our mission to place 

powerful and efܪcient pumps into the hands of 
wildland ܪreܪghters, and we remain committed to 
moving technology forward while maintaining our 

tradition of excellence.

We look forward to the next 125 years of Moving 
Water and working together to create a safer and 

more resilient world.

WAJAX DDVA
1938-1952

WAJAX MARK-1
1954-1960

WAJAX MARK-2
1961-1962

WAJAX MARK-2M
1963-1964

WATERAX MARK-3
2014-

WATERAX MARK-3® 
WATSON EDITION

2022

WAJAX MARK-3®
1964-2013

WAJAX DDVC
1929-1938



PORTABLE PUMPS PRODUCT GUIDE WATERAX.COM 9

DETACHABLE MULTI-STAGE PUMP ENDS 
WATERAX performance and dependability come from our superior 
multi-stage pump end design that provides unrivaled pressure 
and volume.

Unique blister resistant mechanical rotary seal to prolong pump 
end longevity. Maintenance free sealed bearing to avoid the 
need for greasing the pump end in the Ƽeld. Anodized aluminium 
impellers and pump body which eliminate galvanic corrosion 
common with bronze impellers.

12-16S / 4-Stage

18-16S / 3-Stage

25-16S / 2-Stage

B2X / 2-Stage

THE WATERAX WAY  
WATERAX is proud to continue its almost century-long tradition of designing, 
manufacturing and supporting high-performance and durable portable pumps. The 
key to its success lies in its ability to craft high quality components which form the 
cornerstone of superior and dependable pump performance.

LOW MAINTENANCE DRIVE ASSEMBLY 
Originally designed for the BB-4®, the WATERAX low maintenance 
drive assembly has been time-tested under the most diƾcult 
conditions and proven to be dependable and reliable for more 
than 40 years.

INNOVATIVE QUICK-RELEASE CLAMP 
Our innovative pump end quick-release clamp provides ease of 
maintenance without having to disassemble the complete unit, 
thus signiƼcantly reducing equipment downtime, which can prove 
crucial in emergency situations.

CONVENIENT 2-IN-1 SYSTEM
The WATERAX 2-in-1 system enables the easy interchanging of 
pump ends in the Ƽeld. The platform is also compatible with either 
a high-pressure or a mid-range pump end, providing users with 
maximal performance ƽexibility at the lowest possible cost.

THE WATERAX PLATFORM  
WATERAX offers a complete line of high performance pump ends suited to meet the most diƾcult water handling requirements. The WATERAX 
platform is composed of a low maintenance drive assembly, a Mid-Range pump end and four high-pressure pump ends. The platform’s unique 
feature is its quick-release clamp system which allows for the hook up of any WATERAX pump end to its drive assembly as well as almost 
instantaneous pump end detachment and interchange. This reduces equipment downtime, increases its ƽexibility and signiƼcantly cuts costs. 
These components are ideal for original equipment manufacturers looking to adapt high quality pump ends to their respective Ƽre apparatus.

WATSON EDITION PUMP END

The Watson Edition Pump End is a 4-stage high-pressure pump end 
that delivers the same optimized hydraulic eƾciency as other pumps 
in its category, but with 40% less weight due to its corrosion-free 
composite material and compact frame featuring impellers that are 
25% smaller.

HIGH-PRESSURE PUMP ENDS

The WATERAX high-pressure centrifugal pump ends are offered in 
4-stage, 3-stage, and 2-stage conƼgurations. They deliver pressure 
up to 440 PSI (30.3 BAR) and ƽows reaching 106 GPM (401 L/min) 
and are ideal pump ends for moving water over long distance and high 
elevation.

In addition, all these pump ends have interchangeable spare parts. 
This helps keep inventory levels and costs low while maximizing the 
utility and versatility of each stored part. The quality, reliability and 
durability of these pump ends are what makes them the most trusted 
in the Ƽre industry.

MID-RANGE PUMP END

The WATERAX B2X is a Mid-Range 2-stage centrifugal pump end 
that delivers pressure up to 200 PSI (13.8 BAR) and ƽows reaching  
300 US GPM (1136 L/min). A strong show of pressure and volume it is 
the ideal pump end for dual attack lines dedicated to wildland & urban 
interface operations.

It is also perfect for high volume remote watering, booster line 
applications, brush trucks, slip-on units and for uphill tandem 
operations. The suction and discharge use a combination of Victaulic 
and national pipe threads to facilitate its plumbing.

DRIVE ASSEMBLY

WATERAX offers an outstanding drive assembly that boosts the 
performance of pump ends. The drive assembly increases the speed 
of pump revolutions resulting in increased pressure and volume. The 
drive assembly is used with the WATERAX quick-release clamp to 
enable the coupling of the drive assembly to the desired pump end. C-7220 / Drive Assembly

MARK-3® Watson / 4-stage
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VERSAX
®

MULTIPURPOSE PUMP

The VERSAX® is a multipurpose self-priming pump. This unit is driven 
by a 6 HP or 9 HP Honda engine. This workhorse can be used as a 
portable pump or on a slip-on unit. Its compact design makes it ideal 
for a variety of applications such as ܪreܪghting, tank ܪlling, water 
transfers and ATV slip-ons.

MINI-
STRIKER

®

LIGHTWEIGHT 
HIGH-PRESSURE 
FIRE PUMP

The MINI-STRIKER® pump pairs a reliable single stage pump end 
with the Honda 4-stroke 2.1 HP engine. Extremely portable and 
lightweight this mini powerhouse performs well when used by itself 
or in tandem with other pumps, and is a very popular choice for entry 
level skid applications. 

WATERAX PUMPS
WATERAX has a 120-year track record developing and implementing innovative water-moving solutions 
designed to withstand the demanding situations and rugged environments in which they are used.

The legendary BB-4® is available in Diesel! Strong enough to operate 
as a source pump for tandem and parallel pumping, it is also optimal 
for direct attack ܪreܪghting, remote watering, sprinkler systems, and 
is a popular choice for slip-on units. The 4-stage pump end on the 
BB-4® is identical to the pump end on the MARK-3® unit, which greatly 
reduces your spare parts inventory and improves your ability to 
respond to unforeseen equipment damage. 

MARK-3
®

PORTABLE 
HIGH-PRESSURE 
FIRE PUMP

BB-4
®

HIGH-PRESSURE 
FIRE PUMP

The 4-stage detachable pump end patented in 1958 gave birth to 
the iconic MARK-3®. Since WAJAX ܪrst introduced the MARK-3® in 
1964, it has been the standard wildland portable ܪre pump used by 
forestry agencies around the world. A truly outstanding and reliable 
performer, the MARK-3® ܪre pump is designed to withstand the rigors 
of ܪreܪghting and it is at the core of most water delivery system in 
wildland operations.

The BB-4® is a full line of high-pressure centrifugal pumps that has 
been used by forest agencies for over 40 years in Type 6 brush trucks. 
It has become the weapon of choice in wildland operations. The BB-4® 
comes in portable & vehicle-mounted conܪgurations and all models 
feature a unique greaseless sealed bearing and a blister-resistant 
mechanical rotary seal. The 4-stage pump end on the BB-4® is 
identical to the pump end on the MARK-3® unit which greatly reduces 
your spare parts inventory and improves your ability to respond to 
unforeseen equipment damage.

BB-4
®

 
DIESEL 
HIGH-PRESSURE 
FIRE PUMP

B2X
TM

DIESEL 
MID-RANGE 
PUMP

A strong show of both pressure and volume makes it the ideal 
pump for vehicle-mounted applications dedicated to municipal and 
wildland urban interface operations. The WATERAX quick-release 
clamp provided on the B2X™ pump provides ease of maintenance 
without having to disassemble the complete pump unit thus 
signiܪcantly reducing equipment downtime.

MARK-3
®

WATSON EDITION

Maintaining the tradition while moving technology forward: the 
MARK-3® Watson Edition plugs right into your existing MARK-3® 
water-moving systems. It will set a new benchmark of excellence for 
high-pressure ܪre pumps in the wildland ܪreܪghting community for 
generations to come.

The B2X™ is a full line of Mid-Range portable pumps that delivers 
the best performance of its class with minimal operating costs. The 
B2X™ comes in portable & vehicle-mounted conܪgurations and is 
powered by Briggs & Stratton Vanguard or Honda 4-stroke engines.

B2X
TM

MID-RANGE 
PUMP

STRIKER
TM

HIGH-PRESSURE 
FIRE PUMP

The STRIKER™ is a full line of high-pressure ܪre pumps powered by 
Honda 4-stroke engines. Applications include cabin protection, skid 
units and snow making.

*Product and specifications are subject to change without notice. 

*All pictures shown are for illustration purpose only, actual product may vary due to product enhancement.
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MARK-3®
 

 
WATSON 
EDITION
THE NEXT GENERATION 
MARK-3® FIRE PUMP






















































